CHAPTER III
FRANCE
AMONG the nations France is peculiar in having a
gap in her colonial history. She is one of the oldest
and one of the youngest of colonizing powers; for
within the last few years she has attempted to return
to the policy of expansion which marked the most
brilliant period of the monarchy. But between the
two epochs the breach is so complete that no tradi-
tions survived, and hence in describing her present
condition it is not necessary to look back into the
past. Even in recent times, indeed, her policy in
regard to the matter now under consideration, the
selection and training of colonial officials, has been by
no means continuous; and the system now employed
has been in existence only a few years.
COCHIN-CHINA, i86i-i88i
As Algeria is treated rather as an outlying part
of France than as a true colonial dependency, and as
the West Indies are a sort of political Topsy that no-
body can do anything with, the modern colonial
history of France begins with the occupation of
Cochin-China in I86I.1 At first the government
1 Chailley-Bert describes the method of recruiting officials in Cochin-
China from 1861 to 1881 in the Compte Rendu, op. cit., pp. 278-312.
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